
direct 
quotations

What does it mean? Direct quotations are sentences and phrases that someone says 
or an article states about the topic.  

Example:  

As Fisher writes, “Those who drafted the Constitution wanted to avoid political 
fragmentation and paralysis.” Thus, the Constitution begins with the famous phrase, 
“We the People.” 

Quoting Like a Pro

Sentence Frames for 
Direct Quotations

1. According to {source}, 
“__DQ__.” 

2. “__DQ__,” according to 
{source}. 

3. As {source} indicates/ 
writes/ believes/ 
asserts/ concludes/ 
points out/says, 
“__DQ__.” 

4. {Source} indicates/ 
writes/ believes/ 
asserts/ concludes/ 
points out/says, 
“__DQ__.” 

5. “__DQ__,” indicates/ 
writes/ believes/ 
asserts/ concludes/ 
points out/says 
{source}, “__DQ__.”

Punctuating Direct 
Quotations

. 
The period always goes inside 
the quotation mark: ___.”

? or ! 
If the quoted phrase ends 
with a ‘?’ or ‘!’, place the 
ending punctuation inside the 
quotation mark.  

Echoing the question 
scientists asked, “What 

amazing features of bumble 
bees have ensured their 

survival in the United 
States?” 

 
If the entire sentence (your 
words and what you have 
quoted) creates a question or 
an exclamatory statement, 
put the ? or ! outside of the 
quotation mark.  
In the United States, what 

“amazing features of 
bumble bees have ensured 

their survival”?

To omit unneeded phrases or only 
quote segments, use an ellipsis … 
For example:  

Horses are some of the most 
graceful and powerful animals on 
the planet. They are found all over 

the world and serve important roles 
in many cultures. 

The quote: “Horses are some of the 
most graceful and powerful 

animals…serv[ing] important roles in 
many cultures.”

Adding in and Taking out Words

To add information to the quotation so it 
makes sense or when the verb tense 
needs to be changed, use brackets 
[______]. 
For example, take the quote: 

“When he arrived, he waved to the 
crowd.” 

 
Who is “he?” In this case, it would be 

wise to use brackets to identify who “he” 
is: 

“When [the President] arrived, he 
waved to the crowd.” 

See sample below for an example of 
changing the verb tense with a [ ].
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