
At her school, Stephanie Plescher 
does more than teach second grade. 

She inspires her students; she transforms 
their lives. How? She teaches them 
to write using Writing with 
Design.

Teaching in an urban school 
where many students deal 
with difficult, stressful home 
lives, makes for a challenging 
experience in the classroom. 
As Steph puts it, “Students 
struggle with wanting to be in 
school and learn. They have a 
tough time thinking beyond 
today. All this and they’re just 
7 and 8.”

Before she started Writing 
with Design (WWD) in the 
fall of 2012, the majority of 
her students resisted writing. “If I could 
get them to write, I got a lot of sentence 
fragments and ‘I like...’ and ‘I love...’ lists,” 
Steph explained.

For her own part, she says, “From feeling 
overwhelmed about teaching all the other 
c u r r i c u l u m 
to helping 
my students 
learn positive 
behaviors, I 
found teaching 
writing to be 
cumbersome 
and overwhelming, so it always got 
pushed down the priority list.”

That all changed when she began using 
WWD. “From the start, I knew WWD was 
different because I didn’t automatically 
feel like my kids were behind. I love that 
WWD lets me meet my students where 
they are and gives me the steps to take 
them where they need to go.” 

Steph says, “Writing With Design’s 

strategy of starting at a level that allows 
students to be successful really reaffirms 
to them that their writing is important 
and that they are able to write. Moving 

from successful sentence to successful 
sentence builds confidence.”

As fall turned to winter, Steph says 
she was excited to see the way WWD 
built confidence in her kids. Their work 
began to display an attitude of, “Hey, 

I’m a writer! I 
can write, and 
people want 
to read what I 
write.” WWD 
increased both 
the quality and 
quantity of the 

children’s work: from one sentence to 
three or four, with significantly improved 
grammar and increasing success at 
integrating sophisticated word choices 
and transitions. 

She says that the greatest testament 
to the impact of WWD on her students’ 
academic performance is what she hears 
from the third grade teachers who now 
have her 2012-13 students. They tell her 

“I truly see how to incorporate 
meaningful writing into 

everything students do, which is 
super exciting!”

Is your school ready?
The Learning Project’s Writing with Design provides a comprehensive, Common Core-

aligned approach to cultivating writing skills for preK–12th grade students. Visit
www.writingwithdesign.com to get started. Connect with us on Facebook and Twitter!

A Year In One Teacher’s Life: 
The Power of Writing With Design

CONTACT US!
www.writingwithdesign.com
Twitter: @WritingwDesign
Find us on Facebook!

that they definitely see the difference in 
the kids’ writing levels and skills and are 
able to continue on Steph’s tremendous 
work and further build the students’ 

writing skills. 
Using the Writing with 

Design program, Stephanie 
says she’s been transformed as 
a teacher. She has gone from a 
teacher who used to struggle 
to incorporate writing into her 
lesson plans to a teacher who 
now says, “I find myself often 
commenting to students, ‘Ooh! 
Let’s write about it!’ I truly see 
how to incorporate meaningful 
writing into everything 
students do, which is super 
exciting!” 

Writing with Design has 
given Steph the knowledge base, 
resources, and confidence to truly teach 
writing and transform her students into 
writers. 


